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Friends of los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve

Upcoming Hikes & Volunteer Events
Safety Trail Closure Black Mtn. Park
Elevated Levels of Arsenic Detected

You'll notice that we have a special notice
included in this message from the City of
San Diego. The City has moved to close
the Miner's Loop Trail in Black Mountain
Open Space Park. Part of this trail traces
its route around the finger canyon that includes the Black Mountain Arsenic Mine
that was built and operated from 19231927. We include a city-provided map that
shows the portions of the trail that were
closed last weekend. Other trails on Black
Mtn. are still open.
A researcher from San Diego State University was researching the defunct Black
Mountain Arsenic Mine. The graduate
student tested soils around the mine and
its adjacent canyon and found what were
characterized as elevated levels of arsenic,
above levels acceptable to the Environmental Protection Agency. Arsenic is a
mineral commonly found in soils all over
the U.S. It is often a contaminate in well
water and other sources of water.
In an abundance of caution, the City

January Events
Black Mountain Geology Hike with a
Ranger
Sat. Jan. 14, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Take a hike with a Ranger and learn about
the unique geology of Black Mountain. On
this 3 mile hike we will talk about the
geologic history of the area and learn how
geology affects plants, animals and
people. Meet at the Black Mountain Glider
Port Parking area on the south side of
Carmel Valley Road, ¼ mile east of Black

closed this trail, probably due to the
possibility of the arsenic being kicked up
as dust in the air. Read their press release
and check out the map below to know
where the closures occur.
I have visited and guided others into the
mine shafts and even up the giant
chimney laying against the hillside a
number of times over the last 20 years. I
have also led many a hike along the
Miner's Loop Trail over the same period
of time. I expect that further testing will
demonstrate no risk is present for the
public. Let's hope so, it's a beautiful piece
of trail with an interesting history.
— Mike Kelly
Secretary & Conservation Chair
(Also member of the Citizens
Advisory Committee for Black
Mountain Open Space Park
www.penasquitos.org

Mountain Road, San Diego, 92129.
Leashed, friendly dogs are welcome on
this hike. For more information call the
Black Mountain Ranger Office: (858) 5388021.
Trail Work on Black Mountain
Sat. Jan. 14, 7:45 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Join San Diego Mtn. Bike Assn. and
Rangers in building new trail connectors.
No experience needed. Meet at the
trailhead on Sundevil Way, Rancho
Peñasquitos.

